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GREAT FALLS BREWERIES' PAPERS 
DONATED TO U OF MONTANA LIBRARY
MISSOULA—
A collection of papers including financial records and correspondence of the Great 
Falls Breweries, Inc., has been donated to the University of Montana Library by the Blitz- 
Weinhard Co., purchaser of the Great Falls properties.
According to Brian E. Cockhill, acting University archivist, the collection contains 
about 20 files and covers most of the modern history of the brewery.
The Great Falls firm began operations after the repeal of prohibition in 1933 when 
Emil Sick acquired the Montana Brewing Co. and the American Brewing and Malting Co., two 
Great Falls breweries which began operations in the 1890s.
The Montana and American interests were later incorporated into the Great Falls 
Breweries, Inc. Sick sold his interests in the company to local people in 1949. In 1966 
the Great Falls brewery was purchased by the Blitz-Weinhard Co. of Portland, Ore.
The Great Falls brewery was last operating in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming and North 
Dakota. It closed in September 1968.
I he donation of papers to the library was received by Cockhill on Sept. 22, 1970,
-uul was made possible through the efforts of Fred G. Wessinger, president of the Blitz- 
Weinhard Co.
Cockhill said the brewery papers would be available for research after Nov. 1. The 
Hi, archives also include the papers of the American Brewing and Malting Co. of Great Falls, 
the Billings Brewery of Billings and the Rocky Mountain Brewery of Anaconda.
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